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INTRODUCTION

QOGO e

The Vedanta Kaumudi of Ramadvayacharya is an elaborate
discussion, of t}}e first four of the Brahma Siitras of Badarayana,
according to Sri Sankaracharya’s Bhasya. It conforms to the
class of texts technically called Prakaranas'. Topics not fully
"discussed in the basic texts which constitute the Sastra had to be
discussed, objections raised by the rival Schools of Philosophy
had to be answered and apparently conflicting views of the
commentators had to be reconciled. For these purposes the
Prakaranas became necessary. Also different theories regarding
a particular basic concept were expounded by different commen-
tators and it became necessary not only to bring together these
divergent views but also to harmonise them. Appayya Dikshitar
who produced a treatise for this purpose, the Siddhantalesa
Sangraha, observesin his work that the ancient teachers who
concentrated on the ultimate Truth namely the identity of Jiva
with Brahman showed various paths for reaching that goal,’
that these different paths became different theories, and that
these diverse approaches helped the aspirants according to their
tastes. These Prakaranas sometimes cover the same topics but

(1) aemradas aEEEiay faam)
1g: IHW T A gl |
. Anandagiri-Mandtikya Bbasya Tika
«That work which ‘has some connection with the main Sastra

and purports to discuss certain chosen topics connected with it is
called a Prakarapa.”

(2) srdedTERRE AR R 9T,
gRafEAEUEEE R gffme 0 (Ro® 1. 2)
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the treatment differs. The author of the present Prakarana
expresses the same view to defend himself against the possible
objection as to his producing one more restatement of the texts
of the school (p. 5)

The Prakaranas generally follow the Brahma SGtras and
divide their subject~matter into four chapters. The subject-
matter of the four chapters of the Brahma Satras form also the
subject-matter of the respective'adhyayas of the Prakaranas.

Though the present author takes his stand on the first four
Sttras only, his discussions cover the subject-matter of all the
Adhyayas of Brahma Sutras.

That the present work Vedanta Kaumudi had acquired a
high standing as a manual of Advaita as early as the 16th
century, is evident from Appayya Dikshita’s references to it in
his Siddhantalesa Sangraha.*

Brahmananda, the reputed author of Laghuchandrika refers
to Ramadvaya as the propounder of a new Amumana for esta-
blishing the unreality of the Universe®

* Dr. Das Gupta was the first to notice the importance of the
Vedanta Kawmudi and make a brief survey of the work in his
History of Indian Philosophy Vol. II on the basis of its manus-
cripts. ~ There are two manuscripts of Vedanta Kaumudi
- Vyakhyana, by Sri Ramadvaya himself, one in the Asiatic society
of Bengal and another in the B. 0. R.I. In both of them the

1. Siddhantalefa P. 42 (Kum Edn.) S50sat...qR g

This is evident from our author's accepting WIH-HFA as the
definition of Brahman (Adhyzaya 2)

BTG TSI FE W
Siddhantalega P. 120 and Vedanta Kaumudi D. 215.
2. fmd frean S Errmstas PR wergena
FRReARI | 7 IR e @ @ 8y agmmARn AT | fereRa:

P, 323, (Bom, Edn.) ‘ 8494 Laghuchandrika
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copying date given is A. D. 1515. On the basis of the
date of the copying of these manuscripts, Das Gupta
says that the work could not have been written later than the
fifteenth century A.D. As he himself has further pointed out,
Ramadvaya’s reference to Janirdana, who became Anandagiri
later and his nonreference to authors of the 14th century and

the subsequent period show that Ramadvaya lived probably in
the first half of the fourteenth century.

Among the works referred to by Ramadvayacharya there is
a Tattvaviveka mentioned in page 186. There are two works of
this name. One is by Sri Vidyaranya and the other by Sri
Nrsimhasrama. The first forms a chapter in Vidyaranya’s
Pajichadasi but is often referred to as an independent work.!
This is not the work cited in the Vedanta Kaumudi.

The second which is by Nrsimh@sérama who lived about A, D.
1500 has some connection with this work as both Ramadvaya and
Nrsimhadrama refute the Anumanas establishing the existence of
God and both are agreed as to the fact that Scripture alone is the
authority on I$vara ; but as Nrsimhaérama was probably of a later
date we cannot say for certain that his work is referred to by

Ramadvaya. The identity of this Tattvaviveka is therefore yet
to be found out.

That Ramadvaya was an adherent of the Viyarana Schogl is
borne out by his keen support of the d ng'ne; ﬁ;;tha‘c School.
Some of these doctrines are—
(1) Restrictive injunction Niyamavidhi as regards Hearing
(S'ravar}a) of the Vedantas.
(2) Brahman Realization produced ditectly by Vedantas.
(3) Jivas, the reflections of Brahman.

(4) Maya, the material cause of the universe.

But he supports the other school also whereever possible
" e.g. Omniscience of Brahman by virtue of being seli-effulgent
(Svaprakasa). ’

1. See Appayya Dikshitar’s Siddhantalesa Sarhgraha, page 68—
(Kum. Edn,)



ANALYSIS OF VEDANTA KAUMUDI.

The work is divided into four chapters. The enquiry Qf
Brahman the subject matter of the firs/t sttra of Bzdar;‘yana is
elaborately discused here. Following Sri Harga the“ author of
Khandanakhandakhadya the author first e.stab.hsh es | the
Advéi‘tin’s right to enter into philosophical discussions, as there
is the uproar of the Realists that those who do nojc .accgpt the
universe including the Pramanpas as real, are not eligible in these
discussions. He has developed Sri Harsha’s theme. He then
takes up the definition of Prama, valid knowledge. -Hg stresses the
necessity of a Restrictive Injunction-Niyamavidhi, in respect of
Sravana (Hearing) and eliminates the concentration of mind as
a possible means of attaining Brahman-realization. He condemns
the view of Nyaya that the Atman as different from the body is
cognised by the mind and advocates adhyzsa~(error) of Atman in
the body. Like-wise the Yogins’ views of Atman and of final
release are rejected.

Taking up the question of eligibility for Brahman-enquiry he
says that persons who, by performipng Vedic rites have attained
purity of mind and thereby learnt to discriminate between wWhat
is eternal and what is non-eternal and are rid of all worldly
desires, are _alone eligible. He says charity is important among
such acts. - Ramadvayacharya is a strong advocate_ of Ekadanda
Sinnx'éisa. Heg (.11%0 7E)SVE"u"n‘:nerous taxts in fafz’(‘)‘% pf Sannyﬁéa}'nd
ejecting the view of Bhaskara he expresses his view that Sannyasins
ﬂorﬁémmman enquiry. Declaring that the
dentity of Jiva with Brahman is the subjéct of discussion he

ejects the view of Yogachara that everything is an aspect of
tnowledge,

In the second chapter the definition of Brahman, the sub ject
natter of the second sttra, is taken up for discussion. Before
aking up the causality of Brahman he has to establish the origin
f the universe by Inference. Here he uses the Mahavidyanumana-

Che definition of Mahavidyz is given in P:. II1 line 1. Commen-
ators call this a crooked way of establishing things. But it is

'mployed by several authors including the author of the
Lalpatam1 (1.1.3). :
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To assert that Brahman is both the material and the efficient
cause of the universe the author rejects the views of (I)the
Mimamsakas that Karma is the cause, (2) of the Tarkikas that
Brahman is only its efficient cause (3) of the Sankhyas that
Pradhana is the cause (4) of those who declare that Prana
is the cause and (5) of those who maintain that Kala (Time)
is the cause. He rejects the views of the Buddhists and the Jains
also in respect of causation. He then discusses the Swariipala-
ksana, the nature of Brahman. Lastly the most important
subject, that Vedantas give rise to the knowledge of an impartite
unqualified Brahman is discussed.

Chapter ITI deals with the means of Brahman knowledge.
‘According to the sitrakara® it is the Upanisadic text that gives rise
to Brahman knowledge. The Naiyayikas have introduced inference
to prove the existence of God : but the Vedantins while accepting
Inference as a means of knowledge reject its scope over things
beyond the senses. Ramadvaya controverts the several proofs
for the existence of God given by Udayanacharya in his Kusu-
manjali. The controversy is not exactly over the existance of

God,_in which both are agreed, but aver the precise proof that
reveals His Existence,

He then discusses the eternality of the Vedas, of words, and
of their relation to their meanings and refutes the Sphota theory.

In the fourth chapter the subject matter of the 4th satra is
explained extensively.

He first condemns the Prabhakara’s view that words are
significant only in respect of what is related to a karya.

Accepting the Bhatta view that the optative [wg signifies
Sabda Bhavana he criticifes the Prabhakara view of Niyoga. ey
explains the validity of the various parts of the Veda, Viz, Vidhi,
Mantra, Namadheya and so on. As regards the Upanisads they
are authoritative independently and not as conveying a Deity or
the agent related to the Vedic Sacrifices. Though their capacity

1. s qade A
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to convey the qualified Brahman is indisputable their real purport
is in teaching the Pure Brahman.

Thevauthor then examines the position of the Nyaya School
extensively and rejects it as conflicting with the Samkhya School
and the Upanisads ; The Vedanta is not opposed to _any School

i ' i hor examines the nature of
of Philosophy. In conclusion the aut X .
the individual soul and rejects the Chﬁrvaka,. the Buddhist, the
Jain, the Vaidesika and the Mimamsaka views. He favours

\the Ekajivavada. Accepting Nescience as many, the author
isupports the view of Vachaspati that it islocated in Jivas and
inot in Isvara.

. Explaining the nature of Iévara he condemns the view of
Sampkshepadariraka that Tdvara isa reflection and supports the
{ view of Vivaranakara that He is the Bimba.

MANUSCRIPT MATERIALS

In editing the Vedanta Kaumudi, I made use of the
transcript of the work left by the late Dr. T. R. Chintamani of
the Sanskrit Department of the Madras University, which
Dr. Raghavan, the Head of the Department of Sanskrit, placed
at my disposal. The original of this transcript was the one
belonging to the Govt. Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras,
described under R. No. 3346 of the Library’s Triennial Catalogues
and copied from a palm leaf belonging to Naduvil Matam, Travan-
core-Cochin State. This was the only manuscript of the whole work
available. After the printing was complete I came to know of 2
fragment of the work containing chapter IV alone deposited in
B.O.R.I. I got it through the help of the University, and finding
it very valuable I have given from it select variants at the end of

~ the book. They will be very useful to correct the text.

I take this opportunity to thank Dr. V. Raghavan, the Head
~of the Department of Sanskrit, who with his usual kindness
enabled me to get the manuscripts and offered several helpful
suggestions in editing the work and in writing the introduction.

I thank the authorities of the University for having included this
work in the University Sanskrit Series.

S. S. SASTRI.
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